Bijou’s Birthday

By Megatron

With special guest Brian Littrell voicing Hamtaro’s singing voice.

[Start]

(Laura sitting on desk, brushing her hair. Hamtaro watching from his cage)

Laura: Tomorrow is Hillary’s Birthday Hamtaro.

Hamtaro: (thought speak) <And Bijou’s Birthday is the day after tomorrow and I still don’t know what to get her.>

Laura: Everyone is coming. I hope Travis does.

Hamtaro: <I won’t be able to give her a present.>

            (Laura puts her brush down on her desk)

Laura: I just know she’ll love the new jump rope I got for her. She has been so upset about how her old one snapped. Her grandmother won that one in an International Olympic Contest, and gave it to her when she was my age.

Hamtaro: (tears glisten in his eyes) <I don’t want to hurt her feelings. But what if she doesn’t like my present?!*hamgoof*>

Laura: Well, We’ll see tomorrow. Won’t we, little guy?

            (turns out light)

Hamtaro: (tears on his cheeks) <I hope…>

[Next day]

            

(Hamtaro arriving at empty clubhouse, with exception of Snoozer snoozing in a corner, Riddick inspecting a large blue gem, and Sandy working on a model at the round table)

Hamtaro: Hey Ham-Ha-

            (looking around)

Hamtaro: Heke?

            (Sandy spies him)

Sandy: Oh good morning Hamtaro! Like, come and sit down.

Riddick: Morning Hamtaro.

Hamtaro: Thanks. (sits two chairs to the left of Riddick) Where is everybody?

Riddick: Guess they all decided to sleep in.

Sandy:  After celebrating Hillary’s B’Day all night, I, like, so wanted to sleep in too, But I came here to work on Bijou’s present.

Riddick: (nods) Same here.

Hamtaro: I thought Hillary’s Birthday was today?

Sandy: It is, but her family decided to, like celebrate, a day ahead of her B’Day.

            (Hamtaro stares at the shiny blue jewel in front of Riddick)

Hamtaro: What are you doing?

Riddick: I am inspecting this sapphire that I found last time we went to Acorn Mountain. I am gonna give it to Bijou.

Sandy: I am making her a model of the Eiffel Tower.

Hamtaro: I’m…

            (has a sad expression)

Hamtaro: I’m going outside.*hamgoof*

Sandy: (looking confused) What’s up with him?

(Riddick shrugs)

[Laura talking to Kana and Maria at lunch]

Maria: I got Hillary a new pair of those new Turbo Sprinting Sneakers I saw on T.V.

Laura: I got her a new jump rope. What did you get Kana?

            (Kana sadly staring at her lunch box)

Kana: I could not think of anything to get her.

Maria: What? I thought you said you would give her something special?

Kana: I could not find anything special. The party starts in… (checks wrist watch) six hours. What am I gonna do?

            (softly sobs with hands over her eyes)

 [In park outside the Clubhouse]

(All boy ham-hams, with the conspicuous exception of Riddick, Jingle, and Hamtaro, playing hockey with sunflower seed. Girl ham-hams watch. Jingle relaxing under a tree while strumming a few notes on his guitar)

            

            (Riddick walking through bushes. Finds Hamtaro sitting on a rock looking very depressed. Walks up to him)

Riddick: Hey, Hamtaro. What’s wrong man?

Hamtaro: (staring at the ground) I have a problem.

Riddick: What is it? (silence) You can tell me, I can help you.

Hamtaro: I don’t want to talk about it.

Riddick: Talking will make you feel better.

Hamtaro: You probably won’t understand.

            (Riddick stares into Hamtaro’s eyes)

Riddick: Then enlighten me.

[Kana sitting alone on bench after last bell rings]

            (Mr. Yoshi spies Kana and decides to go and talk to her)

Mr. Yoshi: Kana, are you all right? What’s up?

Kana: Today is Hillary’s Birthday and I did not get her anything. I said I’d get her something special, But I can’t find anything special to give her.

Mr. Yoshi: Well what does Hillary like?

Kana: (sighs) Rhythmic Gymnastics, but-

Mr. Yoshi: No. No, I did not mean to say that. Sorry. I meant to ask ‘what does she value?’

Kana: Gymnastics, and her hamster Sandy… and her friends and family-

Mr. Yoshi: Bingo!

Kana: Bingo what?

Mr. Yoshi: Perhaps you could give her something that shows the friendship between you and her?

Kana: But what?

Mr. Yoshi: Just Brainstorm.

            (gets up and leaves) See you at the party.

Kana: (sighs) Friendship…

[Hamtaro and Riddick in area isolated from any eavesdroppers]

Hamtaro: That’s the whole story.

Riddick: So you want to give Bijou something special. Something that tells her how much you love her.

Hamtaro: Love is a strong word-

Riddick: But is it true?

            (Hamtaro looks at the ground)

Riddick: Just admit it. You’ll feel better.

            (Hamtaro still staring at the ground

Hamtaro: Yes…I love Bijou. At first I thought it was just some goofy girl talk. Now I know that I can’t help but care for her the way I do. She has been such a good friend to me, but I can’t tell her… It is just so embarrassing.*kushi-kushi* and Boss will be mad at me. I should just stay home tomorrow.

Riddick: I don’t wanna hear another word about Boss, this is about you and Bijou-Boss shouldn’t be any part of your predicament… Look man, I know how much love hurts, but I can tell you… if you don’t tell Bijou how you feel than it is going to hurt even more. I hear what you’re saying about how everyone else seems to have better gifts, but it is not about that. Giving a present is a subtle way to let someone know you care about them; I’m sure you can understand that. If I were in your situation I’d tell Bijou the truth. Tomorrow, I’d tell her.

Hamtaro: Riddick, how is it you know so much about love?

            ( Riddick looks away. Tears glisten in his eyes)

Riddick: I’ll tell you the story some other time. (wipes tears out of his eyes) Hamtaro I know that everyone else except you, me, Pashmina, Sandy, and Oxnard, got Bijou sunflower seeds. Pashmina is giving her a blue scarf she knitted herself, Oxnard is giving her a bag full of chestnuts, I’m giving her a sapphire, and Sandy is giving her a model of the Eiffel Tower. You should ask yourself this: “Would Bijou rather have a seed on her birthday, or would she rather know how much one of her closest friends really feels about her?

            (Hamtaro looks at him)

Riddick: (smiles and gives Hamtaro a friendly pat on the shoulder) Think about it. (turns and leaves) Oh, and Hamtaro… (Turns to face Hamtaro)

Hamtaro: Heke?

Riddick: If Boss gives you any trouble from now on; tell me. I’ll take care of it. 

            (Riddick dashes off to join the hockey game)*badda-badda, badda-badda, badda-badda*

[Later that evening at Hillary’s party at her house]

All guests: (unison) Present time! Open it up, See what’s inside!

            (Hillary opens Laura’s present)

Hillary: Wow! A new Jump Rope! Thank you Laura.

            (Guests applauds)

Laura: (Smiling sheepishly. sweat drop appears on her head) Oh, you’re welcome. It was nothing.

Travis: No, Laura, that was very nice of you.

            (Laura giggles a tiny bit, blushes a deep red and more sweat drops appear)

Hillary: Thank you! Thank you all so much.

Kana: Wait, you haven’t opened my present yet.

            (Hillary opens present. Smiles when she sees it. It is a framed picture of Hillary and all her friends at a citywide Track & Field competition.)

Hillary: Oh, Thanks Kana.

            (They hug and everyone applauds)

[Earlier that afternoon where the Ham-Hams are playing]

            (Hamtaro watches the game)

            (Boss runs with the sunflower seed puck and trips)

Boss: (grunt) Ouchichi!

            (Penelope runs to Boss and helps him up)

            (Riddick Watches)

Riddick:<Heke? What’s this?>

Boss: Thank you Penelope.

Penelope: (blushes very deeply) Ookwee Kwee?

Boss: Yes I’m alright. (Smiles) Thanks for your concern.

            (Boss goes back to playing hockey)

            

(Riddick sees the whole thing and smiles slyly)

Riddick: <Hmm…There be a change in the wind, says I.>

[Laura’s bedroom. Hamtaro is in cage]

Laura: The party was really fun Hamtaro. Kana gave Hillary a framed picture of us all when we were at the District Track and Field Competition last month. And Travis even complimented me on my gift.

Hamtaro: (not really listening) <subtly knowing how I care for her…>

            (Laura turns on radio)

Guy on radio: And now a special tribute to the 1995-2001 pop era, featuring the best song of that era’s best Pop Band. This song has been herald as the best pop songs of all time, and to this day it still wins the hearts of millions everywhere.

Hamtaro: *Oopah* <Hearts of millions?>

[Next Day. Outside Clubhouse.]

            

(all Ham-Hams are around Bijou. Bijou opens Riddick’s present)

Bijou: Wow! Mérci! Zhank you Riddick! eet ees really pretty.

Riddick: You’re welcome.

            (they hug each other)

Both:*Schmubby-Wubby*

Bijou: (looking at ham hams) Zhank you all so much. You all will always be in my ‘eart.

(eyes sparkle)

Everyone: Happy Birthday Bijou!

            (Hamtaro on stage with microphone and stereo)

Hamtaro: Bijou… (all look at him) I… (blushes. big sweat mark) I have a present for you… (pause)

Maxwell: Hamtaro, you all right?

Hamtaro:  Yeah it’s just stage fright (shakes his head. stares into Bijou’s eyes) Bijou, for you birthday I wish to sing a song to you.

Bijou: (blushes a very faint pink hue) Oui, zhat ees a great idea.

All other hamsters: Let's hear it then. (softly clapping and cheering)

Hamtaro: I hope you like it Bijou; Last night, Laura said it was her favorite.

            (Bijou giggles and blushes)*kushi-kushi*

Hamtaro: Start the song Jingle

Jingle: That’s a roger Hambone.

            (Hamtaro has sweat mark and annoyed look on his face)

            

            (Jingle first turns the switch labeled “Voice Enhancement” to the “On” position. Next presses play button. Music plays)

♪You are, my fire. The one, desire.

Believe, when I say

I Want It That Way

That we, are two worlds apart

Can’t reach to your heart

When you say

That

I Want It That Way♪

♪Tell me why?

Ain’t nothin’ but a heartache

Tell me why?

Ain’t nothin’ but a mistake

Tell me why?

I never wanna hear you say

I Want It That Way♪

(all Ham-Hams, including Bijou and Hamtaro ,and Boss like song so much they all start dancing independently)

♪Am I, your fire? Your one desire?

Yes I know, it’s too late, but

I Want it That Way♪

♪Tell me why?

Ain’t nothin’ but a heartache

Tell me why?

Aint nothin’ but a mistake

Tell me why?

I never wanna hear you say

I Want It That Way♪

♪Now I can see that we’re

Falling apart from the way that

It used to be, yeah.

No matter the distance I want you to know 

That deep down inside of me.

You are, my fire. the one desire.

You are, (you are), (you are), (you are)♪

(Bijou looks at Hamtaro. Watches him in slow-motion.  Background goes pink with sparkles and bubbles. Bijou is smiling, blushing, and crying with stars in her eyes.)

♪Don’t wanna here you say!

Ain't nothin’ but a heartache

Ain’t nothin’ but a mistake

I never wanna hear you say

I Want It That Way♪

♪Tell me why?

Ain’t nothin’ but a heartache

Tell me why?

Ain’t nothin’ but a mistake

Tell me why?

I never wanna hear you say

I Want It That Way♪

♪Tell me why?

Ain’t nothin’ but a heartache

Ain’t nothin’ but a mistake

Tell me why?

I never wanna hear you say

I Want It That Way♪

♪ ‘Cause I Want It That Way♪
            (thunderous applause, and cheering from all other hamsters)

            (everyone looks happy. Hamtaro gets off stage and Bijou runs up to him {She is still crying, smiling, and blushing} and embraces him.)

Boss: Nice job Hamtaro!

Sandy: Hamtaro you are, like, so totally cool!

Riddick: That was awesome!

Stan: (giving thumbs up sign) Dude, you rock!

Pashmina: Sing that song again sometime!

Penelope: Ookwee!

Everyone: Happy Birthday Bijou!

Panda: (speaking into mike with Voice Enhancer turned off) Ham-Hams this is a day to remember, but I think we ought to give Hamtaro and Bijou a moment of peace.

Howdy: I agree wholeheartedly with ya Panda Bear.

Oxnard: Stan! Sandy! Sing “Twirling Whirling” for us.

Sandy: O-K!

Stan: This is for all you lovers out there.

            (start singing)

            (Boss watches Bijou and Hamtaro climb up the tree.)

Riddick: Forget it Boss!

            (Boss turns around. Sees Riddick behind him. Riddick has a slight angry expression on his face)

Riddick: Let her go. It was always meant for those two to be together. But you, no it was not meant to be, however you are like a brother to her. From where stand; that is a really big feat. Let her go. 

Boss: But-

Riddick: Yes, I know! It may not seem like it, but I have experienced love and heartbreak. Yes, it hurts. Like there is no point in living?

Boss: Yes.

            (Riddick’s face softens to where it no longer looks angry)

Riddick: I’ll tell you the truth; I know that there is a girl-ham out there for you. It is not Bijou, but it is a special girl-ham. And she may be closer than you think…

Boss: Heke?

            (Riddick walks away and joins the others near the stage. Dances by himself)

Penelope: Ook Wee?

            (Boss sees Penelope standing next to him, smiling and blushing)

Penelope: Ook yoo, ook wee?

Boss: (Blushes) Sure I’ll dance with you Penelope

            (they hold paws and slow dance.)

[Hamtaro and Bijou sitting shoulder-to-shoulder on a tree branch.]

[Both looking at the sky]

Bijou: Hamtaro?

Hamtaro: Mmm...?

Bijou: Zhank you Hamtaro. Zhat was really sweet of you to sing me zhat song.

            (kisses him on the cheek. Both blush)

Hamtaro: Ohh…it was nothing.

Bijou: No eet was so sweet. You are my best friend Hamtaro. I’ll never forget you.

            (they rub their cheeks together to show their affection for one another)

Both: *Schmubby-Wubby*

[Laura’s bedroom]

Laura: Today was such a great day. The euphoria from Hillary’s Party was still so heavy in the school it was like carrying two backpacks.

            

(Hamtaro eating nut while sitting on Laura’s desk)

Hamtaro: <I have done it. I sang for Bijou. I’m so glad that I made her smile. I wonder if she got the message. I can’t wait to see her tomorrow.>

[Outside Laura’s house]

Laura: Good night Hamtaro. Tomorrow is gonna be another big day.

Hamtaro: <Night Laura!>

(Bedroom light clicks off)

[The End]

